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imperfect Hiph'il instead of explaining the shorter form as a jussive
confined to the second and third persons.

The Grammar proper is divided into three parts, entitled respectively
Writing and Phonetics, Morphology, and Fundamental Rules of Syntax.
The first two parts are the most valuable portion of the book. M. Touzard •
gives clearly and exhaustively the complicated rules which govern the
syllable and tone and the peculiarities of the various consonants, and
any student who will take the trouble to work carefully through this
section will gain an intelligent idea of the science of the language. The
long section on Morphology is also very good. The various forms of
the irregular verbs are explained in an interesting way, and a very large
number of abnormal forms are mentioned in their proper place. The
treatment of the nouns is perhaps unnecessarily complicated.

The last part, which deals with syntax, is less successful. It would
seem that M. Touzard had become alarmed at the length of his book
and had determined to compress this section within the smallest possible
limits. The result is a lack of clearness which contrasts unfavourably
with the fullness of the middle sections of the book. One might single
out as requiring further treatment such subjects as Relative and Final
Sentences, Waw Consecutive and the Status Constructus; but the whole
section to be of real use requires to be considerably amplified.

This is all the more to be regretted because the book is one of genuine
value. In dealing with the science of the language and the probable
course of its developement M. Touzard works with a minuteness of
scholarship which can only come from years of study and teaching, and
the subject is treated with freshness and interest. The printing leaves
little to be desired: the main rules are given in bold type, and the mis-
prints are rare. At the same time the value of the work would be
greatly enhanced by the addition of a good word-index.

H. C. O. LANCHESTER.

A Compendious Syriac Grammar. By THEODOR NOLDEKE, translated
by J. A. Crichton, D.D. (Williams & Norgate, London, 1904.)

ALL English students of Syriac must welcome Dr Crichton's careful
English version of the second edition of Professor Noldeke's Kurzgefasste
syrische Grammatik. The merits of the original are too well known to
need discussion here. Clearness, terseness, excellence of arrangement
and completeness, definiteness in drawing the line between the sure and
the uncertain—all these are characteristics well known to readers of
Dr Noldeke's works. Some may regret that in this grammar there are
so few references to the results of comparative philology, but this is an
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intentional simplification for the convenience of learners. A special
feature is the full treatment and copious illustration of the syntax. Dr
Crichton, who justly remarks that ' there is an obvious advantage in an
English version for an English eye', has provided a most faithful ren-
dering—so faithful, indeed, that his English wears at times a somewhat
German guise. The same Syriac types (Drugulin's) are used as in the
German editions. The book is improved by the addition of three
indices, which are a new feature in the English issue.

N. M°LEAN.

$ — The New-Hebrew School of Poets of the Spanish-
Arabian Epoch. Selected Texts with Introduction, Notes, and
Dictionary, edited by H. BRODY, Ph.D., and K. ALBRECHT,

Ph.D. (Williams & Norgate, London, 1906.)

POEMS composed in a language long after it has ceased to be spoken
seldom have any intrinsic value, and among the worst specimens of this
class are the Hebrew poems written by mediaeval Jews. The authors
were not only devoid of original genius but did not even possess that
skill in imitating ancient models which is often displayed by modern
writers of Greek and Latin verse. Appreciation of literary excellence
was not to be found among the Jews of that period. Moreover the
amount of historical information which can be extracted from these com-
positions is virtually nil, and it is therefore difficult to imagine from what
point of view the publication of the present collection can be justified.

A. A. BEVAN.

MISCELLANEA.

Comparative Religion: Its Genesis and Growth. By L. H. JORDAN,

B.D. (Edinburgh). (T. & T. Clark, Edinburgh.)

MR JORDAN offers his volume of 600 pages as a portable guide-book
to travellers who purpose to journey over a new and not much frequented
highway. As it is* but the first of three volumes on the same subject,
the second of which is to deal with ' its principles and problems', and the
third with ' its opportunity and outlook', the reader has, perhaps, but little
right to complain, when he finds very few pages devoted to an explana-
tion of the nature of Comparative Religion (by which is meant, we are
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